


CONTENTS
• EXTRACT 1: The Welsh Countryside (taken from Chapter One – A Different Type  

of Countryside) 
Objectives: Discuss how the setting of the text is described; sketch a view of the Welsh countryside 
in Llanbryn. 

• EXTRACT 2: Evacuation in World War Two (taken from Chapter Two – Scared City Rabbits) 
Objectives: Understand why children were evacuated in World War Two; write a letter home from  
a Jimmy’s perspective. 

• EXTRACT 3: The Mystery of the Skull (taken from Chapter Nine – Falling) 
Objectives: Discuss how the mystery of the skull is solved in the story; role play an interview about 
this mystery. 

• EXTRACT 4: Looking Back (taken from Chapter Thirty-Six – There Were Bones) 
Objectives: Explore the meaning of acceptance and its importance in the text; perform a ‘Show  
and Tell’ for a special object.

Suitable for: Ages 8+

Explore themes of: 4 The Welsh Countryside 4 Evacuation in World War Two  
4 The Mystery of the Skull 4 Family

Subject Checklist: 4 Literacy 4 Art, Design & Technology 4 PSHE 4 Citizenship  
4 History 4 Geography



EXTRACT 1:
THE WELSH COUNTRYSIDE

(Taken from Pages 2–3, Chapter One – A Diff erent Type of Countryside)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

• Have you ever been to Wales? Or, if you live in Wales, have you travelled to other parts of the country? 
Whereabouts did you go? What was it like?

• What were Jimmy and Ronnie expecting Wales to be like? How is Llanbryn diff erent?

• How does life in Llanbryn compare to that in London?

• Do you think Llanbryn sounds like a fun place to explore? Explain your reasons.

• Have you ever felt homesick before? Why is this an uncomfortable feeling?

Dad said we’d be able to see for miles and miles in the countryside. He got us some 
library books with pictures of fi elds and hedgerows with little houses dotted around. But 
this isn’t like that.

Massive, looming bulges of land – mountains, I suppose – have stolen most of the sky. I 
turn on the spot. They’re all around, as though the village was dropped into the middle of 
a big fat cushion. Before now, the closest thing to a mountain I’d ever seen was a sand dune 
on Camber Sands. And it wasn’t green. And it didn’t have houses stuck on the side of it.

There’s a tug at my sleeve. Ronnie’s looking at me, eyes wide and teary. I lean down so 
he can whisper in my ear.

‘This isn’t like the pictures,’ he says, sniffi ng.
‘I know.’
‘But Dad said—’
‘He didn’t know, did he? He didn’t know we were coming here. He just knew it wasn’t 

a city.’ I lookaround again. ‘There must be different types of countryside.’



ACTIVITY: A SNAP OF THE WELSH COUNTRYSIDE! 

• Together as a class, read over the extracts below. You could even close your eyes while 
someone else reads, to help you picture the industrial Welsh countryside:

‘Nothing in Llanbryn is flat … Up above the rows of rooftops are the mountains. They 
overlap each other, making it impossible to see what’s behind them.’ (pages 27–28)

‘What are those lumps?’ Florence asks … 
‘Coal tips,’ Ieuan says … ‘It’s the stuff that comes out with the coal that isn’t needed.’ 
‘And is that the pit?’ She points at the brick buildings and tall, thin chimneys. Huge metal 
structures stand next to them like giant Meccano. (page 65)

•  Discuss how these extracts help you to picture Llanbryn in your mind. How would this new 
home seem like a strange and unfamiliar world? Why is it described as a ‘different type of 
countryside’?

•  Imagine that you are on a train journey through the Welsh countryside. Sketch and colour in 
the view from your train window in the template below. Use the extracts from the text to help 
you, but feel free to also add details of your own using your imagination!





EXTRACT 2:
EVACUATION IN WORLD WAR TWO

(Taken from Pages 12–13, Chapter Two – Scared City Rabbits)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

• Why were children sent away from their homes in the cities during World War Two?

• Do you know if children were evacuated from your town or city during the War?

• What is happening in this extract? Why is Jimmy so nervous? 

• What other emotions might Jimmy and the other children be feeling?

• How would you feel if you were evacuated to an unfamiliar place?

Mrs Bevan steers all of us evacuees on to the stage, helping the littlest ones up the small
steps. Ronnie’s sticky hand slips into mine.

‘Jimmy,’ he whispers, ‘what if no one picks us?’
I look down at him, at his little cowlick fringe and big doe eyes. ‘Don’t be silly. Who 

wouldn’t want us?’ I don’t tell him I’m terrifi ed that no one will.
It’s so noisy. People are talking, shifting in their seats, coughing. There are a lot more 

villagers than evacuees. That has to be a good thing, increase our chances. If there are more 
of them than of us, Ronnie and me can’t be left behind. Some men bring in our cases and 
Mrs Bevan shows where to put them on the fl oor in front of us. Mr Bevan steps on to the 
stage and the hall goes quiet. Ronnie’s gripping my hand so tight it’s starting to hurt but I 
don’t care. All that matters is that someone wants us.

Mr Bevan clears his throat and says in his booming voice, ‘As president of the Miners’ 
Institute and representative of the people of Llanbryn, I’d like to welcome our London 
visitors.’

He turns and waves an arm towards us as if we’re being revealed in a magic trick. Twenty-
six scared city rabbits waiting to be pulled out of a hat.



ACTIVITY: A LETTER HOME

• Still imagining that you are Jimmy, you are now going to write a letter home to Dad and Nan.  
To get some ideas, have a chat with your table and make notes for each of the points below: 
 o  What is your new home like at 21 Heol Mabon, Llanbryn? 
 o  What is different about life in Wales? i.e. the food, the countryside, etc. 
 o  What do you miss about home in London with Dad and Nan? 
 o  How do you and Ronnie feel about the war and being an evacuee?  
 o  How do you feel about the other characters? i.e. Florence, Mr and Mrs Thomas, Jack Evans,  
     Duff and the gang

• Once you have planned out your ideas, write your letter home. Try to describe your feelings and emotions 
in as much detail as possible. A template can be found on the next page.

• Share your letters together. Then, reflect on how you have captured what it was like to be an evacuee in 
World War Two.



Date:



EXTRACT 3:
THE MYSTERY OF THE SKULL

(Taken from Pages 75–76, Chapter Nine – Falling)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

• What is Jimmy doing up the tree? What diffi  cult feelings is he experiencing?

• What descriptive words does the writer use in the extract? Give examples.

• Why is Jimmy so shocked at what he fi nds? What emotions would you be feeling?

• What mystery does Jimmy help to solve? Who does the skull belong to?

• How does Jimmy help Mr Thomas by solving the mystery? Why is this a sad story?

I edge along the branch and hang like a monkey before dropping to the ground. I land awkwardly, 
my knees buckling, my arm fl ying out sideways as I try to save myself. My hand slides along the ground 
and into a gap in the tree trunk. It’s a bit like the entrance to a wigwam and perhaps even wide enough 
for me to fi t inside – not that I would try: small spaces make my head spin. I pull back and my fi ngers 
stroke something smooth and hard.

I rub the dirt off my scuffed hand, then grip the edges of the hollow and squint inside. It’s quite dark 
and I can’t make out much, but when my eyes start to adjust, a shape forms. On the ground just inside 
the tree is something round and dirty, about the size of a small football with three holes on one side. 
I reach in and hook my fi ngers through the holes to lift it out. Now it’s in daylight I can see what it is.

And I feel like I’m slipping off the branch all over again.
A human skull.



ACTIVITY: SOLVING A MYSTERY  

• Take a moment to think about what the word ‘mystery’ means. Can you think of any other 
mysteries you have read about? Who solves them? How was each mystery solved?  
Discuss these ideas as a class.

• Then, in pairs, have a chat about how Jimmy solves the mystery of the skull. Think about what 
skills and personal qualities he shows, who helps him, and the clues that he finds. Then, note 
down these ideas on to the skull template, which can be found on the next page.

• Finally, in your pairs, role play an interview for the evening news about this mystery and  
how it was solved. Plan two questions each and take it in turns to be Jimmy and the news 
reporter. For an extra challenge, you could even try acting out another character, for example, 
Mr Thomas!

INTERVIEW QUESTION 1   ............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................

INTERVIEW QUESTION 2   ............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................



B/



EXTRACT 4:
LOOKING BACK

(Taken from Pages 267–268, Chapter Thirty-Six – There Were Bones)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

• Why do you think Uncle Alun ‘doesn’t take his eyes off  the mountain’?

• What is Uncle Alun coming to terms with in the extract? What is he trying to accept about the past?

• Why does Uncle Alun say, ‘make the most of him now’? Who is he talking about?

• What is the signifi cance of the toy soldier in the extract?

• Do you think the story has a happy ending? What have each of the characters learned? 
Explain your ideas.

‘A branch,’ he whispers.
I twist the loose thread till it snaps off my trousers.
‘Then … then … you told me about Nye and it all made sense. But I had to check, so I went in the

hollow and I looked and … I found this.’ I hold up the drummer.
Silence. I don’t know what it means.
‘I knew I had to tell you and I was going to, honest, but then the cave-in happened.’
‘Where’s the tree?’ he asks quietly.
I describe the way to the wych elm and how it sits on its own in a fi eld near the stream.
He nods slowly. ‘I know it.’
Uncle Alun doesn’t take his eyes off the mountain. ‘I should have looked harder. I went home for 

tea, Jimmy. I went home for sausage and fl aming mash.’
I offer him the tin soldier. ‘It’s not your fault.’
He stares at me, tears making his coal-black eyes shinier than ever. Then he looks down at the soldier
and takes it, closing his fi ngers around it. I put my hand on Uncle Alun’s arm and he puts his over 

the top, the soldier pressed between us. His hand is so big that mine completely disappears.
I blink back tears. ‘If I lost Ronnie, I don’t know what I’d do.’
‘Then make the most of him now.’
We sit for a while, not saying anything more. Thinking of our little brothers.



ACTIVITY: SPECIAL OBJECTS  

• In the story, a toy soldier and a Dinky van are two special objects that remind Uncle Alun and 
Jimmy of their brothers. What is it that makes an object so powerful? Discuss with a partner.

• Close your eyes for a moment and think about any special objects that are important to you. 
Perhaps your object is from a long time ago and makes you feel nostalgic? Maybe it reminds 
you of a game you used to play or a happy memory?

• Try to pick one object that is meaningful to you and write a few lines about it. 

My special object is  .............................................................................................................

This is special because  ........................................................................................................

This object reminds me of  ...................................................................................................

because .......................................................................................................................................................

• Discuss your special objects together as a class. You could even perform a ‘Show and Tell’ by 
bringing in your objects, or by drawing them. If you swap objects; how does the meaning of the 
object change?

• Think about what your objects have in common and their differences, reflecting on why they 
are meaningful to you.

• Does this exercise help you to better understand Uncle Alun and Jimmy’s attachment to their 
objects in the story?



You’ve now reached the end of this
resource pack for The Valley of Lost Secrets!
We hope these notes have proved to be a useful and fun introduction 

to the themes and ideas found within this book. 
We would love to see examples of any work created as a result of this 

pack, so please do email them over to us on: 
 

childrensmarketing@bloomsbury.com 

or share on Twitter tagging us at 

@KidsBloomsbury @WelshDragonParr


